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Subject: Diagnostic delays in Trapani and alignment with Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan

The tragic case of a cancer patient in Trapani who had to wait eight months for the results of a 
histological examination, by which point their cancer had metastasised, revealed a profound 
crisis in healthcare management in the region. The subsequent investigation found that 
thousands of patients face delays in medical tests, which are essential for the early diagnosis 
of diseases such as cancer. In particular, 160 cases of cancer failed to be diagnosed in time 
due to lack of specialists. In 2024 and 2025, the provincial health authority of Trapani 
recorded 1 405 and 1 908 examinations with no referrals respectively.

The European Union, through its recommendation on strengthening cancer prevention and 
early detection, supports the implementation of appropriate and timely screening programmes. 
Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan aims to reduce inequalities in access to diagnostic and 
therapeutic care by promoting coordinated action to prevent tragic cases like the one in Sicily.

In view of the above:

1. Could the Commission help to address the causes of the serious diagnostic delays, such 
as in Sicily, in connection with the objectives of Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and the 
recommendation1? If so, how?

2. What EU funds are currently allocated to the Region of Sicily, and what could be done 
to improve diagnostic infrastructure and reduce delays in histological examination 
results?
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1 Council Recommendation of 9 December 2022 on strengthening prevention through early detection: a new 
EU approach on cancer screening replacing Council Recommendation 2003/878/EC


