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Subject: Defending traditional hunting

The Commission has just brought a case before the EU Court of Justice against wood pigeon 
hunting in France, which it deems to be contrary to the Birds Directive.

In the south-west of France, chiefly in the regions of Occitanie and Nouvelle-Aquitaine, 
pigeon-hunting hides have been set up for hunting of non-protected species. They serve as 
genuine intergenerational meeting spaces in abandoned rural areas that have been left behind 
by globalisation.

The hides also enable maintenance and monitoring the forest and its fauna, and prevent the 
proliferation of certain birds that can sometimes be harmful to ecosystems.

These include cormorants, whose numbers have spiked by 16% in three years, greatly 
hindering the reproduction of eels and pike, protected river species. Cormorants are 
overprotected by partisan animal-protection associations, which put pressure on authorities to 
stand idly by.

1. Does the European Commission intend to enshrine traditional hunting, such as wood 
pigeon hunting in France, as part of Europe's heritage and way of life?

2. Will it guarantee hunting quotas for invasive bird species despite the influence of 
partisan associations?
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