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Subject:  Need for a revision of the Tobacco Taxation Directive

During the recent meeting of the Subcommittee on Tax Matters (FISC) with Commissioner
Hoekstra, a discussion ensued regarding the revision of Directive 2011/64/EU on the structure
and rates of excise duty applied to manufactured tobacco.

It should be stressed that the Directive has not been amended since its inception in 2011,
while the tobacco market has undergone profound changes. The lack of uniform regulation is
contributing to increasing market fragmentation and distortions of competition between
countries.

In its conclusions of 2 June 2020, the Council of the EU also noted that amendments to the
Directive are necessary for the proper functioning of the internal market and to ensure health
protection in the EU.

In light of the foregoing:

1.  Does the Commission recognise these problems, and what specific measures does it
intend to take to counter them?

2. Is the Commission planning to revise Directive 2011/64/EU and, if so, when?
3. Isit true that the Commission already prepared a draft of a new directive in 2022 based
on the evaluation of the functioning of the Directive and public consultations? If so,

why has further action been halted?
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