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Subject: Application of the rule of law conditionality mechanism – Institutional balance 
and respect for national competences

Since 2021, the implementation of the rule of law conditionality regulation has raised 
concerns about a possible slide into authoritarianism by the Commission. The mechanism can 
be used to suspend or condition European funds on the basis of the Commission’s assessment 
of the internal situation in a Member State. In doing so, the Commission often exceeds its 
competences and appears to apply the mechanism in a biased manner, targeting governments 
such as those of Poland and Hungary.

1. How does the Commission ensure that the application of the regulation is not 
instrumentalised for political purposes against certain Member States, in particular those 
whose governments take positions which diverge from those of the European 
institutions?

2. How does it justify its intention to bypass national governments in the event of non-
compliance with the rule of law, by distributing EU funds directly to the final 
beneficiaries, in flagrant disregard for the principle of subsidiarity, the competences of 
the Member States and the legal limits set by the Treaties?

3. Does it intend to introduce a similar conditionality mechanism which would allow 
Member States to temporarily suspend their contributions to the EU budget in the event 
of serious deficiencies or scandals within the European institutions themselves?
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