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Subject:  Closure of mines and lignite-fired power stations in Western Macedonia: a great
cause of suffering for the people

Heightened competition between the EU and Russia and competitive planning by the US are
paving the way for further increases in the cost of energy and basic commodities. The
implementation of the EU’s green strategy is also marked by the closure, by the Greek
Government and Public Power Corporation, of the Meliti and Megalopoli coal-fired power
stations and the planned closure of the one in Agios Dimitrios and of the mines that supply
them. Power plants harnessing a local fuel, lignite, are being replaced by plants running on
imported natural gas. This is depriving the people of access to cheap electricity, while
fostering unemployment in Western Macedonia and jeopardising national energy security.

The Commission’s action plan for ‘cheaper natural gas imports’ increases dependence on
LNG from the US, which is more expensive, while guaranteeing lower relative energy prices
for large industrial groups.

Can the Commission say:

1.  How does it view the fact that the ‘green’ energy strategy pursued by the EU and
national governments is determined by the requirements and interests of business
groups?

2. What view does it take of the fact that ending dependence on Russian gas, abandoning
cheap domestic lignite and shifting towards more expensive LNG from the US and the
measures to increase the share of renewable energy sources under the conditions of the
‘liberalised market’ only result in further increases in costs for ordinary households,
exploitative labour conditions for workers in the sector and a blight on the people of
Western Macedonia?
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