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Subject: Violations of Greek territorial waters by Turkish vessels 

Greece - and by extension the European Union - is facing a very serious security and 
sovereignty problem in the Aegean Sea, due to the continuous and blatant violations of Greek 
territorial waters by Turkish fishing vessels, which often act with the support of the Turkish 
coast guard. Greek fishers complain that Turkish fishers engage in warlike practices, destroy 
equipment, threaten and harass, creating conditions of tension, with a serious risk of accident 
or even bloodshed. Greek fishers typically report that ‘we feel like strangers in our own land’ 
due to the uncontrolled activity of Turkish vessels. Furthermore, this is causing enormous 
damage to marine ecosystems.   

In light of the above:

What measures does the Commission intend to put in place to safeguard the sovereignty of 
EU Member States when their territorial waters are violated and the security of their citizens 
is threatened?
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