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Subject: Hare coursing and the Habitats Directive

The Habitats Directive prohibits serious disturbance to species listed under Annex V. The 
Irish hare, Lepus timidus, is listed under Annex V of the Habitats Directive. The practice of 
hare coursing, which is currently authorised in Ireland, involves capturing hares and holding 
them in captivity for long periods, and ultimately their injury and death. This practice could 
also lead to increased transmission of the RHD2 virus.

1. Does the Commission consider hare coursing to be a serious disturbance to the Irish 
hare?

2. What engagements has the Commission held with the Irish authorities over hare 
coursing and what has been their response to date?
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