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Subject: Foreign agents law – a potential obstacle to freedom of speech

A number of NGOs have identified the foreign agents law as a threat to society owing to its 
lack of clarity. This ambiguity is illustrated by vague formulations, such as ‘third party entity’ 
and ‘activities of an economic nature’, which allow governments to interpret the legislation as 
they please. This lack of clarity can also lead to an encroachment on the freedom of speech.

In April, a pro-Palestinian activist was arrested in Brussels on the basis of this legislation. 
Mohammed Khatib, the European coordinator for Samidoun, a global Palestinian prisoner 
solidarity group, was arrested after being identified as a threat to Belgian society. Meanwhile, 
in Germany, three EU citizens and one US student faced expulsion orders due to their 
participation in pro-Palestinian protests. What is more, cultural organisations have lost public 
funding due to their actions promoting Palestinian rights, which raises concerns about artistic 
freedom and political repression.

Can the Commission therefore answer the following:

1. To what extent is the arrest of students and activists exercising their human right to 
protest compatible with Articles 10 and 12 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights?

2. What measures will the Commission take to protect academic freedom in European 
universities against the ambiguities in the foreign agents law, which is open to 
interpretation by governments?
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