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Subject: Rules on plastic lids 

In June 2019, Directive (EU) 2019/904 was published, Article 6 of which requires plastic lids 
on bottles to remain attached to the container.1 The introduction of this step was justified on 
environmental grounds. For example, around 40 of these lids were found on a 100-metre 
stretch of beach on the North Sea in Germany.2 Likewise, according to the NGO Håll Sverige 
Rent, on the west coast of Sweden there were 46 lids per 100 metres at the relevant time. 
However, after the directive came into force in 2024, the number of lids per 100 metres more 
than tripled to 144. The NGO assumes that citizens are deliberately tearing off the lids out of 
anger at the directive and that they are therefore ending up in the sea or in nature.3

1. Is the Commission in a position to confirm the data referred to by Håll Sverige Rent?

2. Has the Commission carried out studies on the effectiveness of Article 6 of Directive 
2019/904 on other stretches of beach in the Member States and, if so, with what results?

3. When does the Commission intend to take account of reality and revise this directive 
with a view to deleting Article 6?
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