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Subject: ‘Emergency powers’ of the European Commission 

During crisis periods, such as the COVID-19 pandemic or the war in Ukraine, the 
Commission has repeatedly resorted to so-called ‘emergency powers’. There are concerns that 
this practice covertly shifts power to EU institutions, bodies and other agencies – bypassing 
national decision-making processes.  

How does the Commission assess this practice in the light of the principle of subsidiarity?
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