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Subject:  Increase in number of attacks with explosives in the Netherlands — Need for
European action

Nowhere in Europe are there as many attacks with powerful fireworks and explosives as in
the Netherlands. In 2024, there were as many as 1543. In addition, we see this trend spreading
further in Europe to Germany, Belgium, France and Sweden. At issue, in particular, are flash
bangers (as sold under the brand name Cobra) — fireworks belonging to category F4, intended
for professional use only. Flash bangers indeed fall under this category but are rarely, if ever,
used professionally and mainly end up in the hands of criminals.

Legal production and storage take place largely outside the Netherlands. Flash bangers from
abroad then enter the black market through criminal networks and are then resold cheaply and
easily, for example on online platforms.

To counter the worrying developments, European action is necessary. Both trade in and
production of powerful fireworks such as flash bangers need to be more strictly regulated and
controlled.

In view of the above:

1. Is the Commission prepared to introduce a ban on the production of powerful, loud-
bang fireworks such as flash bangers, as they are not being used for professional
purposes?

2. In the meantime, what action will the Commission take to prevent this type of explosive
from entering the black market?
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