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Subject:  Competitive impacts of Regulation EU 2023/1115 on European producers of latex

balloons

Regulation (EU) 2023/1115! imposes traceability, registration and verification obligations on
all operators placing on the market raw materials listed in Annex I, including natural rubber
latex (customs code 4001), which is used by European producers of latex balloons.

Although they contain the same raw material (customs code 9503), finished latex balloons are
not included in Annex I and are not subject to the same obligations, thus favouring non-EU
producers who export these items to Europe without bureaucratic burdens.

This regulatory disparity distorts competition, placing European producers at a disadvantage,
subject to higher costs and obligations, and incentivising the import of finished products from
countries not subject to the same environmental standards.

Article 34 of the Regulation provides for a revision of Annex I, with the possibility of
including products made from relevant raw materials, in order to avoid market imbalances
and ensure the effectiveness of the standard.

We ask the Commission:

1.

when the impact assessment provided for in Article 34(3) of the Regulation will be
available, and whether it will also include finished products, such as latex balloons (CN
code 9503), among those subject to the obligations;

whether it intends to adopt corrective measures, including through delegated acts, to
ensure a level playing field between European and non-European producers?
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