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Subject:  Newborn baby abduction networks

The involvement of criminal networks in the trafficking of babies and illegal adoptions
remains a hidden but real threat. Shortcomings in cross-border cooperation, poor birth
registration practices in certain regions and scant checks in certain private healthcare facilities
enable the existence of such networks.

In light of the above, can the Commission say:

1.  What measures is it taking to strengthen cooperation between Member States in tackling
such networks?

2. Is there any intention to tighten controls on private and public facilities related to
childbirth and adoptions?

3. How can the traceability of births and the protection of newborns be improved?
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