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Subject:  Media reports of opaque funding of non-governmental organisations to promote
EU climate policy

A recent article in the Welt am Sonntag (cited on 7 June 2025 by Euronews and Politico)
reported allegations of certain ‘secret contracts’ between the Commission and non-
governmental organisations, such as ‘ClientEarth’ and ‘Friends of the Earth’.

According to the article, the Commission provided up to EUR 700 000 to fund actions to
promote EU climate policy, including engaging German coal power plants in legal disputes to
increase their legal and financial risks.

To fully clarify this issue and ensure public confidence in the Commission’s actions:

1. Can the Commission provide details of NGO funding under the LIFE Programme, in
particular detailed information on the grants awarded to ClientEarth and Friends of the
Earth in 2022-2024, including the amounts and objectives of the actions funded?

2. Have those grants included actions targeted against operators of German coal power
plants, as suggested by the Welt am Sonntag?
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