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Subject: Possibility of triggering extraordinary Erasmus+ measures to support students 
impacted by the conflict in Gaza

The ongoing conflict in the Gaza Strip has had serious educational consequences in recent 
months in that it has jeopardised access to higher education for thousands of young people. 
Article 16 of Regulation (EU) 2021/817 governing the Erasmus+ programme for the period 
2021‑2027 provides for the possibility of targeted measures being triggered in crisis situations 
or exceptional circumstances so as to ensure continuity of education.

Such flexibility has already been used in response to the Ukraine crisis, through ad hoc 
measures such as Erasmus 4Ukraine, extraordinary scholarships and facilitated mobility.

In view of the need to support the right to education of young people impacted by conflicts in 
order to promote academic cohesion, resilience and cooperation at international level, it 
would be appropriate to consider extraordinary instruments for Gaza too, without ignoring the 
need to carefully check that all the requisite security conditions are fulfilled.

In the light of the above, can the Commission state whether it plans to assess, within the 
framework of the Erasmus+ Regulation and its flexibility clauses, the possibility of triggering 
an extraordinary call for proposals or specific measures to support the academic mobility of 
students from Gaza, conceivably also through hybrid (online or in person) learning, in 
partnership with European universities?
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