Question for written answer E-002575/2025
to the Commission

Rule 144

Virginie Joron (PfE)

Subject:  Public procurement: when Brussels finances Turkish and Iranian companies

Some French people find it difficult to watch their taxes being used to pay for free motorways
in Poland, trains in Spain or nursery assistants in Romania. For example, the Commission has
earmarked EUR 1.5 billion for the Romanian border!, EUR 419 million for railway
infrastructure in Spain (Almeria)> and EUR 448 million for the training of nursery assistants
in Romania’.

Brussels should ensure a European preference when awarding public contracts.

In Spain, Romania and Greece, many EU public contracts are awarded or subcontracted to
companies from non-EU countries that do not apply reciprocity or are not signatories to the
GPA*. For example, EU taxpayers finance companies supplying pipes and water pipes
manufactured in Tiirkiye (SMS), China and Iran (Hanyco).

1. How does the Commission ascertain if products used for public contracts benefiting
from EU subsidies are made in Europe or in a country with reciprocal access to public
contracts?

2. Why does the Commission not publish a list of the countries that have not offered
reciprocal access to their public contracts in the last five years??

3. Will the Commission require tenders — regardless of the amount and percentage rule® —
containing products from third countries that do not apply reciprocity to be excluded,
whether or not those countries have signed the GPA?
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' Border-Curtici-Simeria railway line. Total budget (2013-2023): €1 809 360 168.12; EU contribution: €1 537
956 142.91 (85 %), https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/projects/Q3095706.

2 Murcia-Almeria railway line. Total budget: €523 966 300.00; EU contribution: €1 419 173 142.91 (80 %),
https://kohesio.ec.europa.eu/en/projects/Q3159194.

3 ‘Progress in the quality of alternative childcare’. EU contribution: €448 million out of a budget of €530
million, https://kohesio.ec.europa.cu/en/projects/Q3097484.

4 WTO Agreement on Government Procurement,
https://www.wto.org/english/tratop _e/gproc_e/memobs_e.htm.

> Article 86(2) of Directive 2014/25/EU (water, energy, transport and postal services), https://eur-
lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32014L0025.

6 Article 85(2): any tender submitted may be rejected where the proportion of the products originating in third
countries exceeds 50 % of the total value of the products.
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