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Subject:  Potential electricity grid imbalance due to intermittent supply from renewables

On 28 April 2025, a major power outage affected almost all of the Iberian Peninsula and part
of south-west France. According to several analysts, this instability was caused by rapid
synchronisation failures in the grid, which is highly dependent on intermittent production
from renewable sources.

In February 2024, Redeia, the Spanish operator, warned that the electricity system was
becoming increasingly vulnerable due to the lack of dispatchable capacities and the difficulty
of maintaining a balance between production and consumption in real time.

In parallel, the Renewable Energy Directive (RED III) sets a renewable energy use target of
42.5 % for each Member State by 2030. Several countries, including Spain, have already
surpassed this threshold, even though their grid infrastructure or dispatchable capacity might
not be entirely suitable.

In view of the above:

1. Does the Commission have a consolidated assessment of grid imbalance incidents in the
Member States linked to predominantly intermittent production?

2. Does it believe that it is possible to meet the renewable energy target of 42.5 % by
2030, when several national electricity grids are already struggling to integrate a high
share of intermittent energy without compromising the system’s stability?

3. Will it take account of reliability, flexibility or security of supply when assessing the
national plans to contribute to the RED III goals?
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