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Subject: Minerals agreement between the United States and Ukraine

Ukraine has recently signed a bilateral agreement with the United States aimed at facilitating 
US access to strategic natural resources in Ukraine. The agreement includes a clause 
explicitly stating that it should not hinder Ukraine’s EU accession process. However, there is 
a lack of clear information on how environmental safeguards will be ensured and how the 
agreement aligns with EU environmental legislation, particularly the Water Framework 
Directive1, the Extractive Waste Directive2 and the proposed soil monitoring law3.

1. Can the Commission confirm that, as part of the accession negotiations, Ukraine will be 
required to fully incorporate EU environmental legislation including the Water 
Framework Directive and the Extractive Waste Directive into its national legal 
framework prior to membership?

2. Does the Commission agree that an agreement which lacks clear and binding 
environmental safeguards risks undermining Ukraine’s alignment with the EU 
environmental acquis and could therefore hinder the accession process, despite clauses 
to the contrary?

3. How does it assess Ukraine’s decision to temporarily suspend the environmental impact 
assessment requirement for extractive projects, in light of EU environmental legislation 
and the long-term goals of environmental protection and sustainable development?
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