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Subject: Heatwave in Southern Europe and measures under the Preparedness Strategy to 
combat the adverse effects of climate change

At the end of June 2025, the authorities of multiple countries in Southern Europe sent their 
respective citizens alerts about high temperatures, which reached record-high levels. 
According to one study, approximately 43 000 people die each year due to extreme heat, and 
projections indicate that deaths linked to heat could triple with respect to current rates. The 
risks associated with climate change must be urgently addressed to avoid putting EU citizens’ 
health and safety at even greater risk.

1. What concrete measures is the Commission taking in collaboration with Member States 
to prevent deaths, forest fires and other adverse effects of heatwaves?

2. To what extent will the Commission integrate the fight against the worst effects of 
heatwaves in Europe into its Preparedness Union Strategy and, specifically, in the next 
strategy on adaptation to climate change?

3. How does the Commission intend to ensure adequate funding for adaptation to climate 
change in the next multiannual financial framework?
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