Question for written answer E-002892/2025
to the Commission

Rule 144

René Aust (ESN)

Subject:  Protecting traditional retailers from online platforms from third countries

EU retailers, especially small and medium-sized companies, are coming under increasing
pressure from competition from large online platforms from third countries. These platforms
often circumvent EU standards on consumer and environmental protection and tax law,
leading to massive distortions of competition.

1.  How does the Commission ensure that the standards and oversight mechanisms for
importers and online platforms from third countries are the same as those for EU
traders?

2. What specific measures are planned to effectively prevent tax avoidance, product piracy
and the import of non-compliant goods and to protect bricks-and-mortar retailers in the
EU?

3. Are measures currently being considered to introduce mandatory safeguard clauses or
digital designations of origin?
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