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Subject: Public procurement in healthcare

The ongoing review of the EU’s Public Procurement Directive1 presents a key opportunity to 
embed a modern, sustainability-driven approach to procurement across Member States, 
including in sensitive sectors such as healthcare.

Public tenders increasingly include environmental criteria, often focused on greenhouse gas 
emissions, in line with the EU’s Green Deal and efforts to promote value-based, circular 
procurement. However, environmental considerations must be counterbalanced with a 
broader, more holistic view, particularly in sectors like healthcare, where the human 
component is central. Here, sustainability should be understood not only in environmental 
terms, but also in terms of its economic, social, and human impact, meaning patient outcomes, 
patient safety, and the well-being of the healthcare workforce.

1. How will the Commission ensure that the revised Public Procurement Directive 
supports a holistic approach to the definition of sustainability – including human and 
economic impact in sectors such as healthcare?

2. How will the Commission support procurement authorities in applying such an 
approach – e.g. through technical guidance, capacity-building or funding – to ensure a 
shared understanding of sustainability across Member States and a level playing field 
for economic operators?

3. What steps will be taken to ensure sustainability criteria do not hamper innovation, 
safety or patient outcomes in healthcare environments?
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1 Directive 2014/24/EU of 26 February 2014 on public procurement, OJ L 94, 28.3.2014, p. 65, ELI: 
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2014/24/oj.


