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René Aust (ESN), Mary Khan (ESN)

Subject: Surveillance of critical media professionals by the German constitutional 
protection authorities

According to media reports1, the Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution (BfV) 
and a number of authorities in the Länder in Germany are currently monitoring well-known 
YouTubers, including political commentators and satirists, even though they are not inciting 
violence and are not affiliated with extremist organisations. The people concerned are said to 
be connected to a ‘new right-wing media scene’ that has allegedly been classified as ‘of 
interest to the authorities responsible for the protection of the Constitution’. It is stated in the 
report that the criteria and methods the BfV uses to make such classifications are not 
transparent and are not subject to any effective judicial or parliamentary scrutiny, raising 
concerns about politically motivated censorship and the possible abuse of state power. A 
number of those involved have spoken publicly about the targeted discrediting of critics.

1. What is the Commission’s view of the above practice in view of the fundamental values 
of democracy and the rule of law, in particular with regard to the freedom of speech and 
media pluralism?

2. Does the Commission see such measures as being consistent with EU law and the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights, in particular Articles 11 (Freedom of expression and 
information) and 41 (Right to good administration)?

3. Is the Commission aware of similar cases in other Member States where the intelligence 
services or security authorities are monitoring media figures or online content providers 
for dissenting political opinions, and if so, what was its assessment of those cases?

Submitted: 17.7.2025

1 https://jungefreiheit.de/politik/deutschland/2025/verfassungsschutz-nimmt-beliebte-youtube-stars-in-visier/


