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Subject: Respect for animal welfare in Ukrainian poultry imports

The issue of animal welfare on our farms has become a major source of concern for many 
consumers. The Commission itself, which takes note of the ethical demands voiced in this 
regard, was at the origin of Directives 2007/43/EC and 98/58/EC, which are applicable to 
European farmers. European farmers are, of course, required to comply with these directives, 
and must shoulder the economic consequences arising from this compliance.

At EU level, the maximum quota for poultry exports from Ukraine to the EU for 2024 was set 
at 132 000 tonnes. However, according to a statement from the Ukrainian Government based 
on customs data1, actual poultry exports from Ukraine to the EU amounted to 373 800 tonnes 
(poultry and poultry products) from January to October 2024 alone.

1. Does the Commission dispute the cited figures?

2. Is the Commission able to certify – and if so, on what basis – that Ukrainian poultry 
imported into the EU market was reared under conditions compatible with animal 
welfare standards (density > 50 kg/m² and unregulated transport), as laid down in the 
above-mentioned directives?

3. If the Commission is unable to do so, how does it justify the entry of products resulting 
from practices that are banned in the European Union, which would be tantamount to 
dumping, both ethically and economically?
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1 ‘Ukraine halves the EU poultry export quota’, 14 January 2025, https://www.poultryworld.net/the-
industrymarkets/market-trends-analysis-the-industrymarkets-2/ukraine-halves-the-eu-poultry-export-quota/


