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Subject: The lack of reciprocal standards in agricultural trade with Ukraine

A recent report resulting from a dialogue involving experts, qualified representatives of 
agricultural sectors and NGOs1 has once again warned about the consequences, for our 
livestock and arable farmers, of the and imbalances in our trading relations with other 
agricultural powers. The authors highlighted the instruments included in the European 
‘toolbox’ of reciprocity measures.

1. The Commission is still encouraging massive imports of Ukrainian agricultural products 
(poultry, cereals, eggs, etc.), which fail to comply with any EU production standards in 
the areas of the environment, animal health or the use of pesticides and antibiotics. Can 
the Commission explain why this is the case, given that it is at odds with various EU 
regulations and directives and with the guidance reaffirmed in the European Green Deal 
and the Farm to Fork Strategy, with which our farmers are required to comply?

2. Given that the failure to comply with EU standards is a major source of unfair 
competition and is contributing to the economic decline of our industries, what 
commitments and measures does the Commission intend to undertake to require, 
without delay, strict equivalence of standards for any product imported into the 
European Union?
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1 Reciprocity of agricultural production standards in international trade, Report on the dialogue between 
agricultural sectors, NGOs and experts, July 2025.


