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Subject: Systematic slaughter of healthy cattle to prevent the spread of lumpy skin disease 
despite absence of direct contagion

Lumpy skin disease (LSD) is a viral cattle disease transmitted exclusively by biting insects, 
with no direct contagion between animals or risk to human health.

However, Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687 enforces that infected herds must be 
completely depopulated, including animals in the herd that are healthy, thus causing major 
economic losses for farmers.

This regulatory position, which is imposed on farmers despite being at total odds with the 
picture on the ground, is unfair and does nothing to support animal welfare.

In the light of the above:

1. Given that LSD can only be passed on through insect bites, why is the Commission 
imposing these extreme regulatory measures?

2. Why is the requirement not limited simply to the slaughter of sick animals?
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