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Subject: Transparency and quality of Commission’s replies to MEPs’ written questions

The ability of MEPs to carry out their task of scrutinising the Commission depends directly on 
the quality, accuracy and punctuality of the Commission’s answers to written questions.

For some time now, however, we have seen replies submitted late or containing just 
superficial content, eroding institutional transparency and citizens’ trust in the EU.

The inadequacy of these replies undermines the exercise of parliamentary scrutiny and limits 
public access to clear information on the Commission’s work.

1. In the light of these shortcomings, is the Commission aware that the delay and lack of 
depth in its answers to MEPs’ written questions undermine the effectiveness of 
parliamentary scrutiny, and that this contravenes the principle of transparency in the 
political process?

2. What specific measures will it take to ensure strict compliance with the response 
deadlines and the quality and relevance of the content provided?
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