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Rule 144

Yannis Maniatis (S&D)

Subject:  Progress of implementation of irrigation projects in Anavalos, Argolis

Argolis is an extreme case of a region in Greece where water scarcity and poor management
of water reserves have created disastrous environmental conditions for agricultural
production, tourism and the daily life of residents.

Over fifty years ago, the Anavalos dam was constructed in the sea, collecting surface and
underground quantities capable of supplying the water needs of the entire Regional Unit.

In the period 2010-20135, for the first time, a number of projects valued at over EUR 80 000
000 were set up with European funds for the sustainable management and development of
Anavalos.

Specifically, EUR 8 200 000 was allocated for the extension of the irrigation network to
Koutsopodi - Elliniko - Airport, EUR 7 800 000 for the extension to Fichtia - Monastiraki -
Mycenae, EUR 32 000 000 for the extension to Epidaurus - Lygourio and EUR 38 000 000
for the extension of the network to Ermionida. At the same time, since October 2010, a
special environmental study has been signed off for the enrichment of the aquifer of the
Argolic plain (where today the nitrate ion measurements are up to five times the maximum
permitted) from the excess quantities of water that end up in the sea from the sources of
Kefalari and Lerna.

Can the Commission say:

1. At what stage of completion are the above projects for the expansion of the irrigation
network around Anavalos?

2. Is the above enrichment study being implemented?
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