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Subject: Request to amend the rules governing ritual slaughter in line with recent CJEU 
and ECHR judgments

In a 17 December 2020 ruling, the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) established 
the general principle of the primacy of animal welfare in relation to laws requiring all animals 
– including those killed as part of religious rites – to be stunned before they are slaughtered.

In line with this ruling, the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR)’s judgment of 13 
February 2024 determined that banning the slaughtering animals without prior stunning does 
not infringe religious freedom or any anti-discriminatory principles, as these provisions are 
primarily designed to protect animal welfare.

The EU law which makes stunning compulsory, Regulation (EC) No 1099/2009, leaves 
Member States wide discretion to allow for derogations for religious rites.

Given the above, can the Commission say whether recent European case-law gives it the 
power to prohibit Member States from granting derogations from the prior stunning of 
animals on religious grounds and therefore ensure animal welfare at slaughter throughout the 
Union?
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