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Subject: Using drones for aerial spraying

Using precision farming – whose potential has been highlighted for years – to optimise the 
use of plant protection products (PPPs) and avoid their dispersion is an increasingly pressing 
need.

In December 2024, Italy and 15 other Member States requested that the use of drones – which 
can save water and reduce PPP use in areas with specific features – be authorised for aerial 
spraying.

Dating back to 2009, the EU law regulating aerial spraying bans it by means of planes and 
helicopters.

In the light of the above:

1. Will the Commission review this law?

2. Having stated in 2017 that remotely piloted air vehicles could not be used for aerial 
spraying because they counted as aircraft, is the Commission now planning to recognise 
drones as being distinct from airplanes and helicopters?
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