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Subject: Continuing crisis in the automotive sector in Europe

The crisis severely affecting the automotive sector in Europe shows no signs of subsiding. 
Demand remains stagnant, consumers are not buying electric vehicles, and manufacturers are 
being forced to manufacture them to comply with regulatory requirements that are 
increasingly detached from reality. For example, Stellantis reduced production by 33.6 % in 
the first half of 2025 as compared to 2024. Year-end production in Italy is estimated at just 
440 000 vehicles, with plants working at under 30 % capacity, a long way off the 70 % 
considered to be economically viable.

This has been compounded by new commercial problems: the maintaining of US tariffs on 
steel and aluminium at 50 %, along with new tariffs on copper, are severely affecting the 
competitiveness of the industry. Furthermore, plant closures are being announced across 
Europe.

In light of the above, can the Commission answer the following questions:

1. Will it maintain the ban on the sale of endothermic vehicles as from 2035, despite this 
collapse in the market?

2. Will it review the legislation to ensure genuine technological neutrality?

3. What urgent measures is it considering to support the production, employment and 
industrial competitiveness of the European automotive industry?
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