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Subject: Christianity and the EU 

Christianity is a fundamental element of European culture and history. Since Roman times, it 
has profoundly shaped Europe’s values, art, education and social morality. Concepts such as 
human dignity, caring for others and social justice are rooted in Christian tradition.         

In the 19th and 20th centuries, Christianity continued to influence urban culture: churches and 
parishes acted as centres of social cohesion, while many welfare movements were inspired by 
the Christian ideal of solidarity.

The Virgin Mary is a figure that is particularly symbolic of European identity. Cathedrals 
bearing her name can be found cities such as Paris (Notre-Dame), Rome (Santa Maria 
Maggiore), Munich and Florence. All over Europe, thousands of churches are named after 
her.

The Lisbon Treaty provides for institutional dialogue between the EU and the Churches. The 
EU’s values, such as freedom and solidarity, are partly founded on Christian morality, which 
remains a vibrant element of European cultural continuity.

1. To what extent is the Commission working with the Christian Churches to defend the 
common principles and character of Europe?

2. How many times has it made sure that Christian names are given to European 
programmes, e.g. under Horizon Europe?

3. How does it make use of Christian worship and celebrations, such as Easter, Christmas 
and the Assumption of Mary (15 August), in European policy decisions?
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