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Subject: Using European Defence Fund resources to develop firefighting technologies

The European Union is facing increasingly serious challenges from forest fires, as is evident 
from the frequency and intensity of forest fires, especially in southern countries such as 
Greece. This grim reality makes it imperative to seek new and more effective ways to prevent 
and deal with these phenomena.

At the same time, the European Defence Fund (EDF) promotes, among other things, the 
research and development of dual-use technologies, which can be applied to both defence and 
civilian purposes, including civil protection.

Given that dual-use technologies, such as for example unmanned aerial vehicles (drones), can 
contribute to the prevention, detection and fighting of forest fires, the Commission is invited 
to answer the following:

1. Which specific European Defence Fund programmes provide for the use of resources 
for the development of dual-use technologies related to firefighting, including in 
particular the development of firefighting drones or more effective firefighting 
chemicals?

2. Is there the political will to finance research and development (R&D) in the field of 
firefighting technologies through the European Defence Fund, and if so, what are the 
eligibility criteria and the available funds?
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