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Oliver Schenk (PPE), Norbert Lins (PPE)

Subject:  Classification of the sika deer as an invasive species — impact on husbandry and
management

On 20 June 2025, the Committee on Invasive Alien Species classified the sika deer (Cervus
nippon) as an invasive alien species. Implementing this decision could lead to far-reaching

restrictions or a complete ban on keeping this species, including for animals kept in fenced

enclosures or controlled facilities.

Although isolated cases of hybridisation with native species are known, the risk posed by
animals kept in closed facilities is not comparable to an uncontrolled spread in the wild.

1.  What scientific evidence and risk assessments support the inclusion of sika deer in the
Union list?

2. Does the Commission plan to distinguish between wild populations and controlled
rearing in fenced enclosures?

3. Does the Commission intend to issue recommendations or allow scope for national
exemptions, transition periods or differentiated implementation, especially where there

is no environmental risk?
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