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Subject: EU positive list to regulate the trade in animals destined for life as a pet

As far back as 2022, Parliament, the Council and citizens all expressed their wish to see an 
EU positive list. Parliament reiterated this wish in its proposed amendments of 19 June 2025 
to the proposal for a regulation on the welfare of dogs and cats and their traceability (see 
recital 3a and Article 26, paragraph 2a (c))1. This is imperative not only from an animal 
welfare perspective, but also to tackle the biodiversity crisis and to ensure that we reduce the 
risk of the next health crisis originating from a zoonotic disease.

The Animal Advocacy and Protection dashboard launched on 3 June 2025 shows, in numbers, 
the severity of the challenge across Europe and demonstrates that patchy Member State action 
is not enough2.

Will the Commission listen to the calls made for the EU to act and propose an EU positive list 
in the current legislative term and ensure that its monitoring and enforcement are financed 
through the EU budget?
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1 https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20250616IPR28963/meps-propose-stricter-rules-on-
dog-and-cat-welfare-and-traceability.

2 https://en.aap.eu/the-positive-list-in-europe/.


