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Subject:  Network for informant handling

The European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation (Europol) has no explicit
mandate to coordinate covert investigations in EU Member States. Nevertheless, Europol
maintains a ‘network of experts on informant handling” which deals with issues relating to the
handling of so-called covert human intelligence sources (CHIS)’ — including so-called
confidential informants, i.e. non-police informants. To this end, Europol keeps a register of
responsible CHIS handlers in the Member States.

1. What details can Europol provide as to when the ‘network of experts on informant
handling’ was established, its objective and purpose, and the use made thereof by the
Member States?

2. Which categories of persons, as defined by Europol, are covered by the term
‘informants’ and how many of their handlers are recorded in the register?

3. What criteria need to be met in order for information on CHIS handlers in the Member
States to be included in the register and who has access to it?
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