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Subject: Failure by the Xunta to use EU funding for firefighting

This August, my nation, Galiza, suffered the worst series of fires in almost 20 years: almost 
100 000 hectares of land burned. Many people’s lives have been ruined. They have lost their 
homes, their cars and their livelihoods. Dozens of livestock and arable farmers have been 
affected, and the effects on the environment and on flora and fauna have been terrible. In the 
face of this catastrophe, the Galician Government has failed to deploy almost EUR 3 million, 
partly consisting of EU funding for fire prevention, specifically for clearing, firewalls and 
forest roads. The European Court of Auditors has already raised this issue.

In view of the above:

Is the Commission aware that the Galician Government, which has full powers and 
responsibilities in the area of fire prevention, has neglected those responsibilities and put 
thousands of people at risk by failing to deploy EU funding earmarked for fire prevention?
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