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Subject: Role of NGO vessels in facilitating illegal immigration to Italy

In Italy, there is an ongoing stream of landings of illegal immigrants transported by NGO 
vessels. Some of these organisations intentionally fail to comply with the instructions given 
by Italy’s Ministry of the Interior concerning the port of allocation, and they decide at their 
discretion where to bring the migrants ashore. This is the case with the NGO Mediterranea 
Saving Humans, which on 21 August decided to bring 10 irregular immigrants ashore at the 
port of Trapani instead of the port of Genoa. The NGO has also declared that it is aware it is 
acting in breach of national legislation.

Besides this, the Italian judiciary is conducting investigations to clarify the possible role NGO 
vessels in the Mediterranean play in criminal activities perpetrated by human traffickers and 
linked to cases of facilitation of illegal immigration.

In light of the above:

1. Does the Commission think such actions are compatible with the existing EU legal 
framework?

2. Furthermore, in light of the recent proposal to amend the Directive laying down 
minimum rules to prevent and combat the facilitation of unauthorised entry, transit and 
residence in the Union (2023/0439 (COD)1), does the Commission believe that this type 
of offence can be properly prosecuted by all Member States?

3. What other steps will it take in order to prevent non-state actors from supporting 
migration flows towards the EU?
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755/COM_COM(2023)0755_EN.pdf


