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Ozlem Demirel (The Left)

Subject:  Attack on the Norwegian rescue ship Ocean Viking

On 24 August 2025, the Norwegian rescue ship Ocean Viking was fired upon by the Libyan
coast guard for 20 minutes in the Mediterranean Sea. In an emergency call, the crew alerted
the NATO mission Sea Guardian, Frontex, the Italian Navy responsible for Operation IRINI
and the Norwegian authorities, requesting assistance and military escort. Despite these
requests for help, the crew was left to fend for itself. Both the Commission and Frontex have
since expressed their concern, but no concrete follow-up measures have been taken so far.

1. How does the Commission assess the fact that the Ocean Viking’s requests for
assistance remained unanswered at EU level, and how exactly could Operation IRINI
and Frontex have helped?

2. What measures will the Commission take to ensure effective coordination between
NATO and EU missions, EU agencies and national authorities in similar cases where
civilian sea rescuers are threatened by Libyan militias, and to what extent could
protocols or routines be put in place in this regard?

3. Given that the EU has invested hundreds of millions of euros in migration control in
Libya in recent years, while at the same time repeatedly turning a blind eye to human
rights concerns: Does the Commission plan to reassess this policy, and what role will
this latest incident play in that regard?
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