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Subject:  Annual technical inspections of vehicles — what is the real motive behind the
Commission’s proposal?

At the end of April 2025, the Commission presented a package of measures to improve road
safety. For vehicles older than 10 years, it proposes mandatory annual technical inspections,
possibly including emissions testing, instead of the current two-year interval. The
Commission expects this to save 7 000 lives and prevent 65 000 serious injuries by 2050, as it
believes that the technical condition of vehicles is the primary cause of traffic accidents.!This
is a rather bold claim, but experts reject it as unfounded and argue that accidents are more
likely to be caused by human factors.?

In this connection:

1. Given that experts are questioning the benefits of an increased frequency of inspections,
how (i.e., based on what information) did the Commission arrive at the conclusion that
annual technical inspections are necessary?

2. The proposal for annual inspections is just another administrative barrier which,
together with other ‘green proposals’, will place an disproportionate financial burden on
low-income groups in particular, for whom cars will become unaffordable. Is the
Commission aware of the social impact of its proposals, or does it fail to see the
problems that this and other similar proposals will cause for ordinary citizens because of
the ‘green dimension’?

3. How does the Commission plan to ensure that new cars are affordable for EU citizens,
given that it wants to deprive them of the possibility of owning an older car by
increasing the administrative and financial costs?
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