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Subject: Provocation by the Albanian Ministry of Defence 

While progress is being made in the negotiations on Albania’s accession to the EU, and with 
Albania already having received EUR 64.5 million in pre-financing in the framework of the 
Growth Plan for the Western Balkans, an article making reference to the ‘Greater Albania’ 
theory has been published in the official gazette of the Albanian Ministry of Defence, the 
‘Gazeta Ushtria’. In particular, the article features a map presenting extensive Greek 
territories (Epirus, the Ionian Islands, Western Macedonia) as ‘historical Albanian regions’ in 
the so-called ‘National Albania’ . This shows that this is an attempt to claim territories beyond 
Albania’s current borders, something which is also promoted by Albania’s extreme nationalist 
rhetoric.       

The fact that this position is being expressed through the official gazette of the Albanian 
Ministry of Defence – at a time when Albania seeks to join the EU – calls into question the 
country’s ability to engage with neighbouring states within the European framework and to 
promote good neighbourly relations with them.

In view of the above, can the Commission answer the following:

1. To what extent does it consider these actions to be compatible with the obligation of 
good neighbourly relations, but also with regard to peace, security and stability in the 
Western Balkans?

2. What does it intend to do in the context of solidarity between Member States to make 
Albania comply with its pre-accession obligations?
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