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Subject: Pesticide-contaminated rice from third countries – how to protect domestic trade

Rice is a food staple and a major commodity in international trade.

According to the rapid alert system for food and feed (RASFF), imports of contaminated rice 
have increased owing, in particular, to the presence of pesticides beyond the limits allowed 
under EU legislation.

All this poses a serious risk to public health and is out of keeping with the principle of fair 
competition.

In the light of the above:

1. What measures will the Commission take to step up controls on rice imports?

2. Are plans afoot for frequent monitoring of rice consignments from countries known for 
their intensive use of pesticides?

3. Are any sanctions planned for pesticide-contaminated imports?
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