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Subject: Violation of Greek sovereign rights and European legislation by Turkish 
fishermen 

On 2 September 2025, a large number of Turkish fishing vessels entered the Thracian Sea, 
even crossing into Greek territorial waters near Samothraki.       

Greek fishermen complain that they were forced to leave the area, having been threatened 
with the Turkish vessels’ attempts to ram their boats and firing of warning shots in the air. 
Indeed, the Turkish coastguard either tolerates these movements of Turkish fishing vessels or 
provides them with protection.

In view of the above, can the Commission say:

1. Can it ensure in any way that Turkish coastguard ships purchased with European 
funding do not participate in activities that run counter to the sovereign rights of 
Member States, or in the violation of European legislation, as is the case here?

2. Does it intend to impose sanctions on Türkiye, including its exclusion from European 
funding and programmes, for breaching European legislation?
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