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Subject: New EU-USA framework agreement on trade

The EU and the USA have signed a framework agreement on trade designed to ease trade 
tensions. The USA has cut its automobile tariffs to 15 %, but has called on the EU to scrap 
taxes on US manufactured goods. Exemptions have been negotiated for aviation products and 
certain generic medicines, as has a cap on tariffs on wood and semiconductor products. On the 
other hand, taxes will still apply to wines, spirits and metals (aluminium and steel) and the EU 
has committed to wholesale imports of energy and digital chips from the USA, and to make 
arms purchases. Digital and environmental regulation has been put on the back-burner.

1. How does the Commission intend to safeguard the competitiveness of the European 
sectors adversely affected by this new trade agreement with the US, and in particular the 
wines and spirits, and aluminium and steel industries?

2. What concrete compensatory measures does the Commission have in mind for these 
industries?
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