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Subject:  Protection of journalists and investigation into killings in Gaza

Since October 2023, more than 62 000 Palestinians, mostly civilians, have been killed and in
August 2025 the UN declared there to be a famine in Gaza.

According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, at least 197 journalists have been killed
since the beginning of the conflict, 189 of them Palestinians killed by Israel, making Gaza the
most dangerous region in the world for journalism.

On 10 August 2025, an Israeli strike on a press tent near Al-Shifa Hospital killed six Al
Jazeera journalists. On 25 August, an airstrike on the Al-Nasser Medical Complex in Khan
Younis killed five journalists.
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These attacks, often carried out using the ‘double tap’ technique, violate international
humanitarian law, which recognises journalists as civilians to be protected, and undermine the
public’s right to be informed.

1.  Will the Commission take steps to promote the establishment of an independent
international commission of inquiry into the killings of journalists in Gaza?

2. Will it promote — including at UN level — international protection mechanisms for
journalists working in conflict zones?

3. How will it ensure that press freedom and the right to information are defended in line
with the EU’s commitments and founding values?
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