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Subject:  Availability of veterinary medicinal products in Northern Ireland

The EU-UK Common Understanding published on 19 May 2025 states that both parties
should agree on a common sanitary and phytosanitary agreement (SPS agreement). This
agreement is a welcome step and would be beneficial for the agri-food sectors in Great
Britain, Northern Ireland and EU Member States.

When it comes to veterinary medicinal products (VMPs), they were not included in the
Windsor Framework agreements, unlike pharmaceuticals for human use. Consequently,
Northern Ireland remains in the EU single market, which requires compliance with Regulation
(EU) 2019/6 on veterinary medicinal products. However, some VMPs currently used in
Northern Ireland are registered in Great Britain, do not comply with EU law, and could
become unavailable after the Commission Notice C(2022)9653 on the application of the
Union’s veterinary medicines acquis expires on 1 January 2026. Current estimates are that
between 10-15 % of veterinary medicines in Northern Ireland are at high risk of
discontinuation.

Given the importance of VMPs for farmers and pet owners in Northern Ireland, and more
broadly for animal and public health, does the Commission seek any solution for veterinary
medicines as for human pharmaceuticals, either as part of the proposed UK-EU SPS
agreement, or as a stand-alone UK-EU veterinary medicines agreement?
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