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Subject:  Belgium’s repeated refusal to execute a European arrest warrant for an MEP

European arrest warrants (EAWSs) are key tools for judicial cooperation in the EU that are
based on mutual recognition between Member States. However, in recent years and on several
occasions, the Belgian judicial authorities have refused to execute EAWs issued by another
Member State for an MEP who is involved in ongoing legal proceedings.

In this context, in his opinion of 4 September 2025 (Case C-572/23 P), Advocate General of
the Court of Justice Maciej Szpunar highlighted the fact that the European Parliament acted
correctly in waiving immunity and that this applied in all EU Member States (except Spain),
thus avoiding the creation of ‘safe havens’ where an EAW could not be applied.

1. What is the Commission’s view on the compatibility of these decisions with the
principle of mutual recognition that underpins EAWs?

2. Does the Commission view a Member State’s repeated refusal to execute EAWs as
compromising mutual trust and the efficiency of judicial cooperation in the EU?

3. What measures will the Commission adopt to ensure that EAWs are applied uniformly,
especially when they affect members of EU institutions?
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