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Subject: ~ EU-US trade agreement and cars

In early July 2025, the Commission presented draft delegated legislation to tighten the
approval of individual vehicles' in order to reduce the number of excessively sized sport
utility vehicles and pickup trucks being registered in the EU that jeopardise meeting the EU’s
safety and emissions standards.

According to the recently published EU-US joint statement on trade, ‘with respect to
automobiles, the United States and the EU intend to accept and provide mutual recognition to
each other’s standards’.

Can the Commission clarify the following:

1.  Does the Commission acknowledge that the stated intention to accept US standards
directly contravenes democratically agreed EU law?

2. Can the Commission compare EU and US standards for new cars with respect to safety,
air pollutants and climate emissions, particularly in terms of safeguarding vulnerable
road users and achieving near-zero emissions in road transport by 20507

3. Does the Commission accept that applying lower standards to cars imported from the
US will incentivise EU-based car manufacturers to shift production to the US, and if so,
what reduction in EU car manufacturing and related jobs does the Commission
anticipate as a result?

Submitted: 10.9.2025

I Regulation (EU) 2018/858 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2018 on the approval
and market surveillance of motor vehicles and their trailers, and of systems, components and separate
technical units intended for such vehicles, amending Regulations (EC) No 715/2007 and (EC) No 595/2009
and repealing Directive 2007/46/EC (OJ L 151, 14.6.2018, p. 1, ELI:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2018/858/0j).
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