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Subject:  Environmental impact of medicines and reuse of unused cytotoxic drugs

While awareness of the environmental impact of medicines has been increasing only slowly, a
few Member States have begun cooperating and sharing experiences on this issue. The
challenge is that environmental concerns and problems of availability are closely linked,
meaning that stricter legislation alone may not lead to the best outcome. Most environmental
impacts result from medicines that are correctly used and excreted into waste water, but they
also arise during production and, importantly, when unused medicines are wasted.

The Netherlands has successfully piloted a system for the reuse of unused cytotoxic drugs that
are dispensed for home use. If the patient does not consume the medicines, they can be safely
reallocated to another patient instead of being destroyed. Current EU legislation prohibits
such reuse, but based on this pilot, Dutch healthcare experts have proposed an amendment to
the EU Pharmaceutical Directive (Article 207a) to enable it.

How could the Commission support safe medicine reuse to reduce both the environmental
impact and shortages without compromising patient safety?
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