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Subject:  Safety of Frontex officers and the EU’s strategic autonomy in the context of call
for tenders Frontex/2024/0OP/0058

Officers of the permanent EU land, sea and air border forces must be equipped in a way that
ensures their safety and operational efficiency. Given the strategic importance of equipping
these particular teams, it is especially key to avoid the risk of depending on third countries,
and it should also be ensured that production takes place within the EU.

It is worth remembering that Frontex has previously run into problems with the monitoring
and supervision of its procedures — its 2020 budget discharge was not granted due to
irregularities and difficulties in accessing operational information.

In this context, call for tenders Frontex/2024/OP/0058 and the exceptionally low value of the
successful tender may raise concerns that the production of uniforms has been outsourced to
outside the EU, which could carry the strategic risk of depending on third countries.

1. Does the Commission have information on where these uniforms will be manufactured?

2. Will the Commission request that Frontex’s Management Board carefully consider the
contract to ensure that the issue of officer safety has been considered?

3. How will the Commission ensure that the manufacturing of uniforms — a core element
of equipment — will remain in the EU to avoid strategic dependence on actors from third
countries?
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