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Subject: Compatibility of Ireland’s immigrant investor programme with EU law following 
the Court of Justice judgment on Malta’s ‘golden passports’

In its recent ruling against Malta1, the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) held 
that granting nationality in exchange for predetermined payments or investments amounts to a 
commercialisation of Union citizenship and is therefore contrary to EU law.

Although Ireland formally closed its immigrant investor programme (IIP) on 15 February 
2023, the Irish authorities continue to process applications submitted before the closure date, 
with hundreds of approvals granted since then2. Successful applicants can expect to receive 
residence permission for five years, with an initial permission granted for two years and 
thereafter for a period of three years, subject to the investor continuing to meet the conditions 
of the programme. Legal residence in Ireland for at least five years, including one continuous 
year immediately before applying, is a requirement when applying for citizenship by 
naturalisation.

In the light of the above:

1. Does the Commission consider that Ireland’s continued processing of IIP applications is 
compatible with EU law and the principles underpinning Union citizenship?

2. Does the Commission intend to examine Ireland’s IIP with a view to launching 
infringement proceedings or other enforcement measures, as it did in the case of Malta’s 
‘golden passport’ scheme?
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